
There is a lot of discussion 
about immigration and 

how the church should respond 
to the current issues. While I’m 
not qualified to discuss the pol-
itics surrounding some of these 
discussions, the Bible has plenty 
to say about how to love and 
care for the immigrants among 
us. Much of it is based on what 
the Bible has to say about the 
experience of the exodus.

If you were an Israelite wan-
dering in the desert during the 
exodus from Egypt you could 
have described your experi-
ence this way: we had been 
in bondage in Egypt, enslaved 
in a foreign land and under 
the threat of death. But God 

showed mercy, and we took 
shelter under the blood of a 
lamb, which literally coated 
our doorframe.

God led us out of slavery 
through his of grace — not 
because of anything we did to 
merit it. Afterwards God gave 
us his law to follow because 
it told us how to live.  While 
we are in the wilderness life 
is hard, and though we often 
don’t know where we are go-
ing, we have hope that we will 
eventually be brought into the 
promised land one day 

That is what every Israelite 
at some point could have said.

Interestingly, Alec Motyer 
,in his commentary, points out 

that Christians can say the same 
thing. Christians were in slav-
ery, in bondage to sin, we 
took shelter under the blood 
of the true lamb — Jesus who 
sacrificed himself for us, led 
us out of slavery by sheer 
grace, and now we obey him 
out of love and gratitude. While 
we are still in the wilderness life 
is hard, and we are wandering 
and are aliens in a foreign land, 
but we have hope that one day 
we will be with him in the 
promised land — one day we 
will be brought home. The par-
allels between the OT exodus 
and the NT understanding of 
what it means to be a Christian 
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Loving the stranger

By MichaeL KeLLer

“And God is able to bless  
you abundantly, so that in all 
things at all times, having all 
that you need, you will  
abound in every good work.” 
– 2 Corinthians 9:8

Mercy is the impulse that 
makes us sensitive to the 

pain and struggles of others 

and gives us a desire to alleviate 
them. Our Diaconate extends 
God’s mercy by meeting the 
physical, emotional, and finan-
cial needs of congregants at all 
four Redeemer churches who 
are facing seasons of particular 
difficulty. As an exclusively do-
nor-funded ministry, the work 
of the Diaconate is very literal-

ly only possible by God’s grace 
working in and through the 
generous hearts of His people, 
prompting them to financially 
support the Diaconate. 

Last month each of our four 
churches sought to facilitate 
the continuation of this unique 
avenue of care and assistance 

(Continued on page 5)
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Loving the stranger ... (cont’d froM page 1)

are pronounced. 
On one level, to be a Chris-

tian means to understand that 
we were all once enslaved, we 
were in bondage — but now 
we have been rescued. We are 
to see ourselves as outsiders 
and foreigners as noted in 1 
Peter 1:1, which is addressed, 
“To God’s elect, exiles scattered 
through all the provinces.” 
Then in Hebrews 11:9, 10 the 
writer says “Abraham by faith 
made his home in the prom-
ised land like a stranger in a 
foreign country (here being an 
immigrant is positive), for he 
was looking forward to the city 
with foundations whose archi-
tect and builder is God.”

In other words Christians 
are immigrants, we are foreign-
ers, this is an identity we should 
own and embody because 
whatever physical place we call 
home can’t really be home. It’s 
a temporary residence.

I think we see this regular-
ly in NYC where to some de-
gree everyone knows what it 
feels like to be a foreigner. You 
can’t get on the subway with-
out looking around and saying 
“whoa, I’m different from ev-

eryone else. I’m a stranger, I’m 
a foreigner.” It’s tiring to be an 
outsider and to to live in NYC, 
because when you are a for-
eigner you don’t know the cul-
ture, you don’t know the lan-
guage, you don’t know all the 
customs, which is exhausting. 

This is one of the reasons 
I think we like to wear ear-
phones on the subway — to 
block out the difference out 
there and stay inside our own 
heads. It’s hard to get outside 
yourself; it’s hard to get into 
another person’s world. 

Christians should under-
stand this particularly as well 
because on one level the peo-
ple around us don’t quite get 
us, people don’t understand us. 
Our motives, our purpose, our 
customs are distinct and at some 
level the narratives that run our 
lives are different than those 
around us. It’s always awkward 
for me in a group setting when 
people ask what I do. Eventu- 
ally it comes out, “I’m a min-
ister at a Presbyterian church;” 
and suddenly it’s crickets — no 
one ever knows what to say! 

Our reason to care and be 
good to all strangers and im-

migrants is that we were once 
that way ourselves — spiritual-
ly — and at the same time we 
still are physically. And if we 
really are immigrants, all of us, 
why are we not trying to help 
out our fellow immigrants? Go 
back to the Exodus account — 
if we were wandering out in 
the wilderness and knew what 
is was like to be disenfranchised 
for 40 years, then of course we 
would know what its like for 
others who are in the same sit-
uation, no matter where they 
are from in this world. 

God commands us to be 
good to aliens and immigrants 
“because you, too, were once 
immigrants in a foreign land.” 
Exodus 22:21 “Do not mistreat 
or oppress a foreigner, for you 
were foreigners in Egypt your-
self.” Can we remember we 
were spiritually and still ARE 
physically aliens in a foreign 
land, and therefore we must 
take care of others who are as 
well? The exact way we take 
care, the process, the means, 
the degree are all factors that 
are conditional, but what is not 
conditional is the posture and 

(Continued on page 5)
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turning toward Love

At the end of April Re- 
 deemer West Side’s Ago-

ra: Conversations for the Common 
Good hosted a conversation be-
tween author Amy Julia Beck-
er and her friend and fellow 
author, Andy Crouch, on the 
themes of her recent book, 
White Picket Fences, a medi-
tation on what she’s learned 
about privilege as the moth-
er of a daughter with Down  
Syndrome.

“The evening reminded me 
of a wonderful multi-course 
meal or a symphony with multi-
ple movements,” said West Side 
Senior Pastor David Bisgrove, 
who welcomed the crowd on 
behalf of the West Side con-
gregation. “Some aspects chal-
lenged the mind. Others the 
heart. But in the end there was 
a sense of beauty that inspired 
everyone in attendance to live 
out of the better angels of their 
nature.”

Becker began by describing 
her own journey as a mother 
of a child with special needs, 
and her reflections on privilege 
from that perspective. “Over 
time,” Becker says, “as I came 
to recognize the tremendous 
gift that Penny is, I recognized 
that as a person of privilege,  
I have also been cut off from  
the wonder, beauty, and whole-
ness of humanity, our full hu-
man diversity. I had been cut  
off from those things by my 
privilege.” 

Her thoughts were punctu-

ated by talks from Hope For 
New York affiliates Do For 
One and Young Life Upper 
West Side’s Capernaum, both 
organizations that work to 
build bridges between people 
with and without disabilities 
on the Upper West Side. Then 
she and Crouch talked togeth-
er about the themes of White 
Picket Fences and took questions 
from the crowd.

For Becker, the highlight of 
the night was hearing about 
a local basketball league in  
which typically developing 
high school students play ball 
with kids and adults with dis-
abilities. Their coach had been 
invited to the evening by Young 
Life Capernaum. “I loved the 
sense of reciprocity that ran 
throughout the whole evening 
— that true relationships are 
ones in which everyone bene-
fits,” says Becker.

Andrew Oliver, founder 
and director of Do For One, 
said that the event was differ-
ent from others he’d attended 
because it wasn’t about solv-
ing people’s problems: “It was 
about the need for meeting in a 
mutual place where we can all 
experience healing.”

But for many that night, 
including Crouch, the high-
light was a reading of a poem 
by Lenny Dominguez, a young 
man living with disability  
who has formed strong friend-
ships through Do For One.  
He wasn’t able to read his  

poem as quickly as a typical-
ly abled person might, but all 
the guests that night had been  
given copies of his poem to  
follow along, and as he read, a 
palpable bond developed be-
tween him and the members of 
the audience. 

“Relationships don’t always work 
out as it is,” Dominguez read, 
“because we can all break apart 
from each other. 

“I don’t know if many people feel 
that way, being lonely. Do you  
feel that way? Like you’re stuck 
on an island?

“Relationships Are An Ever- 
lasting Love & It Lasts Forever 
from Sundown Until The Break 
Of Dawn.

“People Need To Come Together 
As A Family, Find Peace & Work 
Together So They Can Bring 
Justice Around The World.  

“What would justice look like in 
New York City, or in my home? 

“What do you think?”

“As Lenny read his poem 
in the context of his friend-
ships with others in the room,” 
says Crouch, “it really felt, at 
least for a few minutes, that we 
were in a completely unlonely 
place. I’ll remember that for a  
long time.”
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gospeL huMiLity and the coMpassion of christ

By peter ong, hope for new yorK

In his book, Mere Christianity, 
 C. S. Lewis writes, “True hu- 

mility is not thinking less of 
yourself; it is thinking of your-
self less.” This runs contrary 
to how many of us view our 
lives. Often, before embark-
ing on any endeavor, we start 
by asking, “What will I get out  
of this?” or “Will this be worth 
my time?”

While it is important to 
steward our time in ways that 
will likely have the greatest 
positive effect, we should not 
make decisions based only on 
transactional outcomes. Ra-
ther, faithful presence and a 
posture of gospel humility are 
also important.

It is the discipline of self-for-
getfulness and looking toward 
the gospel that we need to cul-
tivate in our work of service. 
It is an acknowledgment that 
God, being rich in mercy, sent 
Christ to bear our sins and give 
us life. He, as our Savior, not 
only saves us, but also provides 
lavishly for us a new life as ad-
opted children (Ephesians 1: 
3-14; 2:1-10). This new life we 
did not acquire via our merit 
or success, but on the basis of 
His grace extended to us.

Erik Raymond, senior pas-
tor at Redeemer Fellowship 
Church in Boston, describes 
gospel humility this way:

The Bible, and particularly 
the gospel, then gives us the 
proper perspective on God and 
us. When we see who God is 
and who we are then we are 

properly humbled before him.
Thus though a sinner, I am 

safe, He pleads before the throne 
His life and death in my behalf, 
And calls my sins His own  
(Great God from Thee)

When the Apostle Paul 
wants to unfasten the Philip-
pians’ kung-fu grip upon the 
mirror where they are gazing 
upon themselves, he writes, “Do 
nothing from selfish ambition 
or conceit, but in humility count 
others more significant than 
yourselves.” (Philippians 2:3)

Pretty simple verse. Do 
nothing from selfish ambition. 
Got it. But how do I learn this 
humility? In short Paul says, 
feast on Christ ...There it is 
brothers and sisters.

When he shows us the 
depths of Christ’s humble service 
(Philippians 2:6-8) he quickly 
shows us that no one could ever 
give up more to serve more un-
worthy people. We are the ones 
who have been served therefore 
we are to likewise serve in this 
humility.

When we sit in the shadow 
of the cross we learn that noth-
ing is beneath us in terms of 
service. We have been served by 
Christ in this glorious way — 
he laid down his life for us! We 
then need to walk in humility, 
which is, at its core, what it 
means to follow Jesus.

When you see God as you 
ought then you will see yourself 
as you ought. This will certainly 
help with thinking of yourself 
less. But, please, don’t stop there, 

keep going. Treasure Christ. 
Delight in his doing and dying 
for you. Feast on Christ as you 
fast from self.

Christ, full of compassion, 
entered humanity. As Hebrews 
4:15 says, “For we do not have 
a high priest who is unable to 
empathize with our weakness-
es, but we have one who has 
been tempted in every way, 
just as we are — yet he did not 
sin.” Christ saw us and, having 
experienced the brokenness 
of humanity, was moved in his 
heart.

Take a moment to read 
through these verses that speak 
to the compassion of Christ:

Matthew 14:13-14 When Je-
sus heard what had happened, 
he withdrew by boat privately 
to a solitary place. Hearing of 
this, the crowds followed him 
on foot from the towns. When 
Jesus landed and saw a large 
crowd, he had compassion on 
them and healed their sick.

Matthew 20:30-34 Two 
blind men were sitting by the 
roadside, and when they heard 
that Jesus was going by, they 
shouted, “Lord, Son of David, 
have mercy on us!” The crowd 
rebuked them and told them 
to be quiet, but they shouted 
all the louder, “Lord, Son of 
David, have mercy on us!” 
Jesus stopped and called them. 
“What do you want me to 

(Continued on page 5)
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Mercy thanKs to your generosity ... (cont’d froM page 1)

by holding a special offering.  
We witnessed congregants, 
compelled by the cause of 
mercy, who faithfully offered 
generous gifts in order to al-
low God to continue using the 
Diaconate to change lives and 
hearts going forward. These 
contributions to the Diacon-
ate’s Mercy Fund are far more 

than just monetary gifts; they 
are what allow God to develop 
our churches into true com-
munities of compassion for 
those in our faith family.

We are thankful for you, 
dear congregants, for sharing 
the resources you have in order 
to help bring the tender love 
of Jesus to the needy brothers 

and sisters in our midst. Please 
accept our gratitude and our 
invitation to continue your 
giving toward our humble ef-
forts to embody God’s mercy 
to those in need through the 
Diaconate ministry.  

To give to our Mercy Fund, 
visit  
redeemer.com/mercygift.

Loving the stranger ... (cont’d froM page 2)

attitude found within our own 
identity as wanderers.  

Jesus was the ultimate alien. 
His life was a life of being re-
jected, living as a foreigner 
with no one who understood 
him, rejected by the people he 
loved. He doesn’t turn us away 
though we turned him away; 

He doesn’t withdraw. He says, 
“My life for yours, not your life 
for mine.” 

When you see that you were 
so precious to him he would 
die for you and pay the pen-
alty for your sin, then he be-
comes precious to you. When 
that happens, finally you come 

to him, but you don’t just do 
that, you also adopt his mission 
and turn outward to meet the 
needs of others.

Since we were needy, but 
brought in by grace, how 
can we not do the same for  
others?

coMpassion of christ ... (cont’d froM page 4)

do for you?” he asked. “Lord,” 
they answered, “we want our 
sight.” Jesus had compassion on 
them and touched their eyes. 
Immediately they received 
their sight and followed him.

Mark 6:34 When Jesus 
landed and saw a large crowd, 
he had compassion on them, 
because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd. So he 
began teaching them many 
things.

1 John 3:16-1 By this, we 
know love, that he laid down 
his life for us, and we ought 

to lay down our lives for the 
brothers. But if anyone has 
the world’s goods and sees his 
brother in need, yet closes his 
heart against him, how does 
God’s love abide in him?”

If we are guided by the ex-
ample of Christ’s humility in 
his humanity, it should prevent 
us from a posture of superiori-
ty, paternalism, judgment, or an 
“us vs. them” mentality. 

Many of us want a God 
who rules through power, ven-
geance, and retribution, but the 
gospel shows us a compassion-
ate Christ Jesus whose power 

comes through sacrificial love 
on the cross, where he took 
upon himself all the wrath 
meant for us. Church historian 
Shelley Bruce said, “Christiani-
ty is the only major religion to 
have as its central event the hu-
miliation of its God.”

Let us have eyes to see this 
humble King and ask God to 
allow us to let go of our heroic 
image of a king and instead see 
the Lamb of God, riding His 
borrowed donkey, straight to 
His borrowed tomb.

Peter Ong is Director of 
Church and Community Engage-
ment at Hope for New York.
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Collins Ouma, Nairobi, Kenya 
In our African situation church planting is also strategic because it is a self-sustainable, contextually 
relevant model for our resource-stressed context. New churches grow rapidly, reach out to new people, 
self-support, develop leadership and self-perpetuate over time. It is from this background that we 
initiated a school for Church Planting since 2012, where I have been providing leadership towards  
the task of preparing those that we are launching into our various communities.

rctc iNterNatioNal iNteNsive ... (coNt’d from page 3)

“If a religion is not different from the surrounding culture, 
if it does not critique and offer an alternative to it, it dies 

because it is seen as unnecessary. If Christians today were also 
famous for and marked by social chastity, generosity and justice, 
multi-ethnicity, and peace making — would it not be compelling 
to many?

– from “Why does anyone become a christian?” Read more inside.


