
The Christmas season is an 
easy target to attack for its 

rampant materialism. We en-
ter the new year emotionally  
and financially exhausted, both 
corporately and individually, 
And I’m not going to disagree 
with that assessment.
However ...

Most people think mate-
rialism is the desire for many 
things, or expensive things, or 
unique things (or all three). 
But the truth is one can be a 
materialist at any income level 
(or none.) All that is required 
is you look to the material 
comforts of this world for  
your happiness.

C.S. Lewis exposed the 
breadth of gluttony in his fa-
mous Screwtape Letters by show-
ing a sinful relationship to food 
doesn’t only take the form of 
over-indulgence; sometimes 
it’s just an insistence on “a cup 
of tea, weak, but not too weak, 
and the teeniest weeniest bit 
of really crisp toast” no mat-
ter what has been offered. (The 
Screwtape Letters, Letter XVII)

Similarly, materialism does 
not only express itself through 
a desire for enormous quan-
tity or superb quality of this 
world’s goods, but by locating 

happiness in the things of this 
world. You may have no crav-
ing for designer fashion or 
statement jewelry or cars or 
yachts or other symbols of elite 
status. But ask yourself this: 
how much of my contentment 
is based on this world provid-
ing me with _____[fill in the 
blank.] Fitting into my size 6 
clothes (even if I bought them 
at Century 21). Being able to 
take the family out to Shake 
Shack without counting pen-
nies. The affection of a pet. 
Not losing the light and view 
from my windows because a 
new building is blocking them 
out. ... and so on.

The loss of any of those 
commonplace comforts will 
always cause a degree of 
regret, but will it overthrow 
your happiness? Then you are 
a materialist. Materialism sim-
ply means that our happiness, 
joy, contentment, and satis-
faction is tied to something in 
this material world. A salary, 
however small. Status, how-
ever low. Possessions, however 
modest or threadbare. If our 
hearts are inordinately tied to 
these things, beyond just the 
affection we feel for the famil-
iar, then we are materialists.

And since this world is pass-
ing away, materialism is in the 
same category as building your 
house on the sand, or eating 
food that does not satisfy — it 
is doomed to ultimate failure. 

The old proverb “You can’t 
take it with you” could be en-
larged to read “You can’t even 
hold on to it in this world.” 
When sorrow, or age, or oth-
er loss robs us of those material 
comforts, we materialists have 
nothing left.

Only if we have learned to 
locate our joy in God’s King-
dom, his presence, and his love 
are we safe. Paul counsels the 
Corinthians not to be discour-
aged by trials and loss, but to 
“..fix our eyes not on what is 
seen, but on what is unseen. 
For what is seen is temporary, 
but what is unseen is eternal.” 
2 Corinthians 4:18

All that strips us of our de-
pendence on this world is to 
be welcomed. The old saints 
called it “being weaned from 
the world.” No child welcomes 
the day she or he is weaned, and 
it is impossible to make them 
understand the glories of ice 
cream and strawberries and la-
sagna and guacamole that will 
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The portraits are stunning: 
eighteen formerly incar-

cerated women, all given sen-
tences of up to life in prison, 
photographed in the rooms 
they call their own now that 
they are free again.

Photographer Sara Bennett, 
a former public defender, first 
picked up her camera as a way 
to give one of her pro bono cli-
ents a face and a voice in a sys-
tem that had reduced her to a 
name, number and rap sheet. 
But it led to a new vocation. 
Her first major photography 
exhibit, Life after Life In Prison, 
documented the lives of several 
formerly incarcerated women 
in the months after they were 
released after long sentences. 
The Gallery at W83 showed 
Life After Life in 2016, and wel-
comed her current show, The 
Bedroom Project, with an open-
ing in November and a panel 
conversation with the artist 
this December.

Bennett’s work as an artist 
is never just about her eye for 
a good shot. It’s always about 
giving a voice to her subjects. 
And in both W83 shows, she 
has invited her subjects into 

the conversation to share their 
own stories.

One guest at Bennett’s De-
cember 4 panel discussion sur-
prised even Bennett. As W83’s 
Uri Frazier moderated the dis-
cussion between Bennett and 
two of the women she had 
photographed, a man in the 
crowd stood up. “My name’s 
Jim,” he announced. “I just 
came home two months ago. I 
did forty three years in prison.”

Instantly, Bennett knew 
who he was. Although she 
no longer works as a public 
defender, she still receives a 
handful of messages from peo-
ple in prison, asking for legal 
help. Usually, even if she can’t 
help them, she at least offers 
them the dignity of a reply. 

Jim had written her sev-
eral years ago. But when she 
first got his message, she was 
already overwhelmed by an-
other case she’d been working 
on. She dropped the letter in  
the trash. 

But then something began 
to tug at her heart. Days later, 
she fished the letter back out. 
And this time, she read it. Jim 
wrote that he’d been in prison 

since he was eighteen. With 
a sentence of 18 years to life, 
and a record of good behav-
ior, he should have been re-
leased around age thirty-six. 
“But by the time he wrote 
to me, he was almost sixty,”  
Bennett says.

Touched, she told him 
she’d see what she could do, 
then connected him with law-
yers who took his case on and 
worked with him until he was 
finally released, this year.

“I feel like my piece was so 
small,” Bennett says. But Jim 
saw it as key. She was the first 
one who had taken the time to 
listen to his story. And done 
something about it. “Because 
of this woman right here,” he 
told the crowd gathered in the 
gallery, “I’m free.”

But the two of them had 
never met in person. So he had 
come to her event at the Gal-
lery at W83. “I wanted to see 
you in person and thank you,” 
he told Bennett before hur-
rying home to make his pa-
role curfew. “I’m glad I could 
thank you publicly, in front of 
everybody.”

(Continued on page 4)

Creating unexpected connections  
at W83 Ministry Center

By Carey Wallace, Communications and Marketing Manager at W83
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Katherine Leary Alsdorf returns to CFW
Welcome back and thank 

you to Katherine Leary Als-
dorf, who has agreed to step 
back into the leadership role of 
Redeemer’s Center for Faith & 
Work (CFW) to provide some 
stability and direction follow-
ing the departure of David 
Kim and Amilee Watkins this 
past summer. 

For those who don’t yet 
know her, Katherine founded 
CFW in the fall of 2002 and 
was its Executive Director for 
the first decade, mobilizing 
hundreds of Redeemerites into 
Vocation Groups, launching 
the pioneering Entrepreneur-
ship Initiative and Arts Min-
istries, and then the Gotham 
Fellowship, which was led by 
David Kim. She also worked 
with Tim Keller on the writ-
ing of Every Good Endeavor. 

After turning over the lead-
ership of CFW to David Kim 
in 2013, she went on to launch 
a Gotham-based Fellows pro-
gram in Raleigh, NC and help 
numerous other churches de-
velop faith and work minis-
tries. This year she’ll also be 
assisting City to City as they 
plan and launch their faith and 
work initiatives. 

One of Katherine’s first as-
signments has been to help 
clarify the role and organiza-
tional structure of faith and 
work ministry in both the Re-
deemer Churches and City to 
City. Some of you may recall 
that last January, Redeemer 
leadership and City to City 
agreed to move CFW from Re-
deemer, where it was founded 

and developed, to City to City 
in recognition of its plans to 
serve all three Redeemers and 
their church plants as well as 
a growing number of churches 
around the world. 

However, following the de-
parture of David and Amilee 
last summer, Redeemer and 

City to City agreed that it 
would be better for each or-
ganization to have their own 
faith and work ministries and 
leadership. 

Katherine led the effort to 
formalize a Memorandum of 
Understanading between Re-
deemer and City to City that 
strongly supports the extension 
of CFW’s theological vision 
and programs to other church-
es and church plants around 
the globe, but also retains a 
strong and innovative ministry 
presence within the Redeemer 
family of churches. CFW will 
remain a part of Redeemer’s 
shared ministries. 

City to City is in the pro-
cess of creating a strategy and 
plan for its own faith and work 

organization, building on the 
work of CFW the last 15 years. 
Scott Calgaro is the Program 
Director for CFW at Redeem-
er, providing leadership to the 
Gotham Fellowship, faith and 
work classes, as well as various 
events and lectures through-
out the year. Lauren Gill is the 
Global Gotham Network and 
Communications Manager at 
City to City supporting and 
expanding the current net-
work of fellows programs in 
cities around the world. Both 
organizations will be hiring 
additional staff over the next 
several months.

When asked about her plans 
for CFW, Katherine shared, 
“I’m impressed and grateful to 
see the progress and new ini-
tiatives that David and Amilee 
have led at CFW over the past 
five years and am deeply sad-
dened by their departure. In 
my 5 years working with other 
churches in other cities, there 
is no question that Redeemer’s 
CFW is an inspiration and re-
source far beyond NYC. I’m 
committed to do what I can to 
steward this legacy — invest-
ed in by everyone from Tim 
Keller to the volunteer leaders 
to the many participants over 
the years — and continue to 
innovate new ways to help our 
congregations understand and 
be equipped for their calling 
as workers for Christ in their 
chosen vocations. The influ-
ence of the Church in our city 
is most felt as we serve him in 
every vocation and sphere in 

(Continued on page 6)

Katherine Leary Alsdorf
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January is Missions Month at Redeemer

By Christina Stanton

Redeemer’s 2019 overseas  
  short-term mission trips 

will be highlighted through-
out the month of January. 
Short-term missions are an ex-
cellent way to jump start your 
spiritual growth and forma-
tion as a disciple of Jesus. This 
year we hope that more people 
than ever before will join these 
life-changing teams. 

We have 10 trips scheduled, 
with the goal of sending up to  
200 people to South Africa, 
Madagascar, Japan, Guatema-
la and more. Each team will 
consist of 10 to 20 people, who 
will serve in a cross-cultural 
context. 

Short-term missions has op-
erated under City to City in the 

past, but this year each church 
is sending out their own teams. 
Teammates will now serve 
alongside other Redeemerites 
from their same congregation. 
Further, each church hopes to 
strengthen their relationships 
with our international church 
hosts by returning to serve at 
the same locations year after 
year. This type of consisten-
cy allows for building strong 
bonds as our teams encourage 
and support the work of these 
host churches. 

Redeemer mission trips 
will continue to travel to and 
serve the churches who are in 
the City to City network as 
they develop and implement 
social justice and mercy proj-

ects while spreading the love  
of Christ. 

Past trips have included 
projects such as finance and 
business courses for local en-
trepreneurs, medical services, 
education initiatives, and host-
ing and assisting with outreach 
programs. 

Want to learn more about 
serving on a short-term mis-
sions team? January 27 is Mis-
sions Sunday. Come to coffee 
hour to speak with alumni of 
these trips, who will be happy 
to discuss their personal expe-
riences and answer questions. 

Please consider a short-term 
trip in your 2019 plans. See 
you soon! 

Unexpected connections at W83 ... (cont’d from page 2)

W83 Ministry Center’s 
mission is to provide opportu-
nities for real connection, be-
tween viewers in a gallery and 
the women who gaze back at 
them from their portraits, be-
tween members of the church 
and members of the neighbor-
hood: a space for the incred-
ible diversity of voices on the 
Upper West Side and beyond 
to come together in conversa-
tions that provoke real change, 
both in our hearts and in  
the world.

W83 has hosted a wide 
range of events this year, with 

guests from Mako Fujimura to 
John Cleese, art openings and 
talks, concerts, galas, youth 
groups, mom’s groups, men’s 
groups, food programs, and 
language programs. And we’ve 
hosted gatherings and celebra-
tions for Redeemer West Side’s 
members and many of our 
neighbors, including schools 
and universities, synagogues, 
and the NYPD. 

Along with a handful of 
other innovative church-
es around the country, we’ve 
been conducting an experi-
ment in how urban churches 

can use our unique spaces to 
bless and activate our commu-
nities and our congregations. 
We hope our experiments will 
lead us, and perhaps others, 
into possibilities we’re only 
beginning to imagine.

But every time we open our 
doors to welcome our com-
munity, the moments we’re 
most grateful for are moments 
like the one we saw when Jim 
got to his feet to greet Sara for 
the first time since he’d been 
set free: surprising, mean-
ingful connections between  
people.
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Five ways to pray for Don’t Walk By  
and our homeless neighbors

By Hope for New York

Homelessness in New York   
 City is now at its highest 

levels since the Great Depres-
sion, with more than 60,000 
New Yorkers sleeping in city 
shelters each night and thou-
sands more sleeping on the 
streets, in the subway system, 
and in other public spaces. The 
large majority of our neigh-
bors sleeping on the streets are 
living with mental illness and 
other severe health problems. 
The winter months are partic-
ularly difficult for those who 
are without shelter.

That’s why Hope for New 
York works alongside The 
Rescue Alliance, a collab-
oration of faith-based orga-
nizations, to host four Don’t 
Walk By outreaches in Feb-
ruary (rescuealliance.nyc/
dontwalkby). Each Saturday 
during February volunteers 
walk the streets of Manhattan, 
offering the men and women 
they encounter personal care 
kits and an invitation to re-
turn to an anchor church for 
a hot meal, medical care, and 
connection to holistic recovery 
programs.

Over the past decade Don’t 
Walk By volunteers have met 
more than 10,000 individu-
als on the streets and invited 
them back to a host site. Join 
us in praying for the outreach-
es happening next month — 
and, most importantly, for our 

neighbors who are experienc-
ing homelessness. 

Here are five ways you can 
be in prayer:

PRAY for every man, 
woman, and child in our city 
who has no place to call home. 
Pray that they would be con-
nected to the resources they 
need to meet the most basic 
and essential needs and find ac-
cess to shelter, adequate food, 
and health care.

For the needy shall not always 
be forgotten, and the hope of 
the poor shall not perish forever. 
(Psalm 9:18)

PRAY for the healing hand 
of the Lord on the men and 
women living on the streets. 
Pray that He would remove any 
physical, emotional, or mental 
barriers and illnesses they face 
to finding stable housing and/
or employment.

The blind receive their sight 
and the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed and the deaf hear, and 
the dead are raised up, and the 
poor have good news preached to 
them. (Matthew 11:5)

PRAY that the Holy Spir-
it would be moving during 
these outreaches. Pray that Je-
sus would meet our neighbors 
on the streets in undeniable 
ways, that they might know 
Him as Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Fa-

ther, Prince of Peace.
The LORD is near to the 

brokenhearted and saves those  
who are crushed in spirit.  
(Psalm 34:18)

PRAY for the volunteers 
who will be participating in 
the four outreaches. Pray that 
they would be bold in pro-
claiming God’s love for every 
single person made in His im-
age, and that the Lord would 
give them hearts that are prop-
erly motivated and aligned 
with His.

The Spirit of the Lord is  
upon me, for he has anointed  
me to bring Good News to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
that captives will be released,  
that the blind will see, and that 
the oppressed will be set free. 
(Luke 4:18)

PRAY for the organiza-
tions, including many of our 
affiliates, who day in and day 
out serve our neighbors expe-
riencing homeless. Pray that 
they would be encouraged in 
their work and that God would 
ignite a fire in their hearts that 
allows them to endure all dif-
ficulties.

If you pour yourself out for  
the hungry and satisfy the desire 
of the afflicted, then shall your 
light rise in the darkness and  
your gloom be as the noonday. 
(Isaiah 58:10)
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Collins Ouma, Nairobi, Kenya 
In our African situation church planting is also strategic because it is a self-sustainable, contextually 
relevant model for our resource-stressed context. New churches grow rapidly, reach out to new people, 
self-support, develop leadership and self-perpetuate over time. It is from this background that we 
initiated a school for Church Planting since 2012, where I have been providing leadership towards  
the task of preparing those that we are launching into our various communities.

rctc iNterNatioNal iNteNsive ... (coNt’d from page 3)

“If a religion is not different from the surrounding culture, 
if it does not critique and offer an alternative to it, it dies 

because it is seen as unnecessary. If Christians today were also 
famous for and marked by social chastity, generosity and justice, 
multi-ethnicity, and peace making — would it not be compelling 
to many?

– from “Why does anyone become a christian?” Read more inside.

Stealth materialism ... (cont’d from page 1)

K. L. Alsodorf returns to CFW ... (cont’d from page 3)

be theirs if only they gradu-
ate from the temporary to the 
permanent. 

So it is with us. We cling 
to what cannot satisfy, nor 
even last, instead of walking 
by faith as citizens of heaven 
and enjoying the security of an 
inheritance that can never be 
shaken. Worse, when God, in 
his mercy, takes steps to wean 
us from our unhealthy depen-
dence on this world, we accuse 
him of injustice, or unkind-

ness, or lack of love for us, just 
as would a nursing child, if she 
had the words, when the com-
fort of her mother’s breast is 
removed and food (oh, icky!!) 
is substituted. 

I confess my own materi-
alism. My furniture may be 
decades old, my wardrobe 
ordered from catalogues, my 
carpets unraveling at the edg-
es and bare in the middle, but 
they are mine, and the life I 
have woven around me is one 

I do not care to have changed 
in even the slightest particular. 
Yet at my core I want to want 
to see God’s face, and to live 
in joy with him eternally; just, 
you understand, without hav-
ing anything change ...

God save me from my  
materialism. God save us all, 
and fit us for his kingdom, 
where we will live in joy with 
him forever.

which we work.” This spring, 
CFW and the faith and work 
ministry at each church will be 
launching several new courses 
and vocation groups, as well as 
a mentor program. 

For more information con-
tact cfw@redeemer.com.


