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Doveryai, no proveryai is a Rus-
sian proverb that is probably 
more famous in translation than 
in its original language. “Trust, 
but verify” was used extensively 
in various international negotia-
tion settings, and continues to be 
trotted out as needed. It’s not a 
bad idea. Trust is good; proof that 
your trust is not unfounded is 
even better.

Where does that apply in the 
life of a people of faith? Some 
people equate faith with the 
phrase “leap of faith,” or, as Mark 
Twain is reputed to have said, 
“Faith is believing in what you 
know ain’t true.” Though clev-
erly put, I doubt that is true of 
any person of faith, however un-
tutored. There is nothing to be 
gained by clinging to a myth, a 
falsehood, or a lie. When life is 
raw and wretched, the only sta-
bility to be found is the truth, 
wherever that may lie.

I was thinking of this today as 
I mused on the necessity of his-
torical, verifiable fact as the foun-
dation for the Christian faith. Of 
all belief systems, Christianity is 
the only one that insists that its 
truths must be founded on the 
historical existence of a person 
named Jesus, and that further, 
he historically said and did the 
things claimed of him. Most im-

portantly, if Jesus did not die (re-
ally die, dead-as-a-doornail-die) 
and then rise again (in a physical 
body, one that walked, talked, ate, 
and resumed relationships with 
his friends), then, as Paul said in 1 
Corinthians 15:17,19 …if Christ 
has not been raised, your faith is fu-
tile; you are still in your sins. If only 
for this life we have hope in Christ, 
we are of all people most to be pitied.

Why pitied? “If believing in 
Jesus is what gets you through 
the day,” as many a skeptic has 
told me, “then good for you. We 
all have our lucky rabbit’s foot to 
comfort us; if Jesus is yours then, 
fine. Just don’t push it on me.” 
The problem with that argu-
ment is that our faith is in things 
that Jesus did; or, if he did not do 
them, then the whole thing is 
useless. Every other faith system, 
even faith in science, or educa-
tion, or political power, draws its 
significance from the good ad-
vice it provides to its adherents. If 
you live a certain way, observe a 
number of important rules, act in 
accord with these precepts, well, 
life will be good to you. You will 
be respected, possibly revered, for 
making a difference in the prog-
ress of civilization. If not now, 
definitely later, in another realm, 
where you will get your reward 
(Islam) or in another incarna-

tion (Hinduism) or in the peace 
of non-existence (Buddhism) or  
in your laudatory obit in the  
NY Times.

The faith of a Christian be-
liever, however, is not in the ethi-
cal teaching of the Bible (though 
it is there, and not wildly differ-
ent from that of other faiths, as  
C. S. Lewis demonstrated at the 
end of his brilliant book, The Ab-
olition of Man.) Rather, the Chris-
tian places his faith, his hope of 
renewal, her confidence in for-
giveness, in the actions of some-
one other than him or herself ... 
in Jesus, in fact. If he did not live 
as he lived and die as he died, and 
rise as he said he would, then we 
Christians are spending our lives 
chasing a fairytale. Childish! Stu-
pid! Pitiable!

It is for this reason that Paul, in 
that same passage of Corinthians, 
lists the eyewitnesses of the res-
urrection as his sources. He was 
a hardheaded, Roman-educated 
Jew, conversant in philosophy as 
well as the scriptures, but he re-
lied on none of that. He drew his 
assurance from the people who 
saw with their own eyes.

Interestingly, as I was con-
sidering these things, my Bible 
reading took me through the 
end of Matthew, the resurrection 
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In late April, 13 church  plant- 
 ers participated in the Inter-

national Church Planting In-
tensive in Singapore and Hong 
Kong. This group reflected the 
widest array of cities and cultures 
of Asia Pacific’s five Intensives to 
date with church planters from 
Bangalore, Bangkok, Canber-
ra, Kuala Lumpur, Melbourne, 
Phnom Penh, Seoul, Singapore, 
and Tokyo.

This year we made several 
key changes to the Intensive. We 
condensed it from four weeks to 

seventeen days, visiting two cit-
ies rather than three. More im-
portantly, we empowered local 
leaders to teach the Intensive, 
rather than bringing all the main 
trainers from the US. These lo-
cal leaders have been through 
our training and shadowed past 
trainers.

We certainly felt your prayers 
and support throughout this In-
tensive as we encountered many 
hurdles, including multiple staff 
members getting sick and some 
visa issues with a participant. 

Still, God was faithful and cre-
ated time for rest and help to 
clear up the visa troubles. With 
the training of local leadership 
and the diverse group attending 
the Intensive, we were reminded 
of all God is doing in Asia and 
are thankful for the strong sup-
port that so many of you provide 
through your giving, prayer and 
friendship.

Katie Ellis is Redeemer City to 
City’s Program Manager for Asia 
Pacific.

redeemer city tO city AsiA intensive gOes lOcAl
by KAtie ellis

The Center for Faith &  
Work is excited to an-

nounce our 2016 Faith & Work 
Conference: The Wonder and 
Fear of Technology.

Technology has dominated 
our cultural moment. It’s abstract 
and specific, tangible, ephemer-
al, and pervasive. It’s what we’re 
both afraid of and in awe of.  
Despite our misgivings, we put  
a lot of faith in technology. It 
isn’t just the device in our pock-
et. It’s the mechanism that shapes 
our knowing and learning. It’s 
the system we unwittingly trust 
and rely upon in the most basic  
daily decisions.

So it’s no surprise that we’re 
obsessed with the tools we in-
vent. Yet often lost in our grand 
impressions is this: technology 
exists for humanity. And not 
the other way around. The cen-
tral question we ask of technol-
ogy ends up sounding a lot like 
a spiritual one: who is ruling 
whom?

This fall’s Faith & Work  
Conference will be a small at-
tempt to reorder what we’ve 
disordered, to realign invention 
with hope. We’ll explore some 
difficult questions: How does 
technology square with tradi-
tion? What has been coded into 

humans that we now so often 
greet technology with fear? Is 
humankind’s future bending to-
wards doom or promise?

Our hope is to develop new 
thought on the intersection of 
faith and technology, to wisely 
examine the future of work, and 
to replace current normative 
models that spawn fear with a 
fuller notion of the divine signa-
ture that has authored us all.

We hope you’ll plan to join 
us this November! Additional 
information and registration 
is available at faithandwork.
com/conference.

2016 fAith & WOrK cOnference: the WOnder 
And feAr Of technOlOgy
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How far can you stretch a 
 dollar? Or ten dollars?  

We want to find out. If you 
weren’t able to make a pledge to 
Rise, we have a special opportu-
nity.

Redeemer Church and 
Redeemer City to City have 
launched an initiative we’re 
calling 10x10 during the first 
ten days of August. The goal is 
to fund the launch of 10 new 
churches in New York City in 
10 days, with gifts of just $10 
or more. We’re asking people 
who haven’t pledged to the Rise 
campaign to join us in this sim-

ple practical way to create seed 
funding for these churches that 
Redeemer City to City will help 
launch in the coming year.

How will $10 gifts, even 
thousands of them, be enough? 
Through multiplication. A do-
nor has offered to give $100 
for every gift of $10 or more 
through August 10!

Since it’s founding, Redeemer 
has worked to spark a movement 
of the gospel that begins in New 
York City bringing renewal to it 
and through it to cities through-
out the world. We’ve seen the 
gospel bring about personal con-

version, renewed communities, 
greater mercy and justice, and re-
newal of the arts and workplaces. 
We believe this movement will 
only grow and persist if, through 
God’s help, we start hundreds of 
new churches all across the city. 
That’s been our dream for some 
time. Now, with the way God is 
working through the Rise cam-
paign, we believe we could actu-
ally see it happen.

Please visit rise.redeemer.
com/give to make a gift. When 
you give $10, the match will 
multiply it to $110 (in total) to 
help grow this gospel movement.

help stArt 10 neW churches With just $10: 
the 10X10 initiAtive

of Jesus, a story that is so famil-
iar that I thought I couldn’t learn 
anything new from reading it. 
However, (and I apologize in ad-
vance for the digression) I have 
been listening to Beethoven’s 
Egmont Overture as I walk on an 
older treadmill (one that doesn’t 
have a TV screen to distract me 
with mindless cooking shows 
during my 40 minutes of walk-
ing-to-nowhere!) The Egmont is 
one of my favorites. I have always 
imagined that the triumphant 
conclusion of the piece would 
have been a good sound track 
to the resurrection — the angel 
rolls away the stone, and Jesus 
walks out, joyous, in his resur-
rected, glorified body, the savior 
of mankind and the first fruits 
from the dead. Cue the brass.

However, this time through 
Matthew I noticed something. 
Chapter 28:2 does indeed say 
that an angel came and rolled 

back the stone (it would have 
been several tons, designed to 
roll into a declivity in front of 
the tomb entrance and therefore 
unmoveable by human agency), 
but to my surprise, it does NOT 
say that “then Jesus walked out 
of the tomb”! The angel informs 
the women who have come to 
visit the tomb that “he is not 
here” v.6. and, in fact, is already 
on his way to Galilee ahead of 
them v.7.

In colloquial terms, Elvis had 
already left the building! Jesus 
did not have to wait for the angel 
to move the stone to let him out 
… he was a real, physical being 
but one who could pass through 
grave clothes without disturbing 
them, as well as through locked 
doors. He would not have need-
ed angelic help to get out of the 
tomb.

Why, then, roll away the stone 
at all? Well, imagine if the angel 

had just arrived and sat on the 
stone, but without moving it, 
and delivered the same message. 
“He is not here; he is risen, just as 
he said.” Would the women have 
believed him? Maybe, maybe not. 
An angel is probably pretty per-
suasive. But what about everyone 
else? Without an open, visibly 
empty tomb the resurrection 
was not verifiable. People who 
claimed to have seen the resur-
rected Jesus could have been hal-
lucinating. After all, the body was 
still in the tomb, wasn’t it?

To my surprise, I realized that 
the stone needed to be rolled 
away NOT to let Jesus out, but 
to let US in!! Trust, but verify. 
The resurrection needed to be 
verified by eyewitnesses, who 
could testify to the empty tomb 
and empty grave clothes. Ours 
is a faith founded on an event 
that took place in space, time, 
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The week of July 11-15, the 
W83 Ministry Center was 

filled with the sound of 292 
children singing, dancing and 
worshiping during Redeemer’s 
annual Vacation Bible School 
(VBS). This year’s theme took 
kids on a journey underground: 
“Cave Quest: Following Jesus 
the Light of the World.” The 
children explored how in our 
darkest times Jesus gives us hope, 
courage and powerful life chang-
ing love. Through crafts, songs, 
skits, immersive Bible lessons, 
and small group discussions, they 
focused on seeking Jesus, our 
light, when the world is often 
filled with darkness. 

Every summer the week of 
VBS reminds me why each 

of us who make up our Chil-
dren’s ministry staff and volun-
teer teams dedicate ourselves to 
teaching the next generation of 
New Yorkers the amazing things 
God has done. To hear an au-
ditorium full of children recit-
ing John 8:12, “Jesus said I am 
the light of the world, whoever  
follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light 
of life,” with excitement brings 
joy to my heart. Watching the 
children search through the Bi-
ble to learn about the hope they 
have in Jesus and watching them 
place their thumbprints (in red) 
on the cross as a reminder of  
Jesus’ sacrificial love brings tears 
to my eyes. Witnessing them fall 
in love with our savior brings 

me to my knees with gratitude 
to our Father.

It was an amazing week that 
could not have happened with-
out the hard work and dedi- 
0cation of a huge team of vol-
unteers. This year we had over 
270 volunteers working to dec-
orate, teach, lead small groups, 
prepare snacks, set up crafts, 
and even serve pizza and pop-
sicles at the Friday night family 
“Cave Rave.” It takes all three 
congregations working togeth-
er seamlessly, and a whole lot  
of prayer, for the week to hap-
pen. Thank you to everyone who 
joined the quest for this week. 
You were a beautiful reflection 
of Jesus’ light for the next gen-
eration.

2016 vAcAtiOn bible schOOl cAve Quest

and history, and it began with an 
angel politely opening the tomb 
so that we could look into the 
empty space and see that he was 

no longer there.
So, ask your questions, raise 

your doubts. Christians have 
nothing to fear from questions, 

however searching, or doubts, 
however scathing. History is on 
our side. It really happened. That 
changes everything.

Our fAith is histOricAlly verifiAble ... (cOnt’d frOm pAge 3)


