Redeemer City-to-City Trips

Team Member Commitment
· Agendas need to be left behind. We are to serve the host and staff in the way they want, how they want, when they want, and even if they want. We are simply offering our skills and talents for them to utilize if they feel it benefits them at that time. We appreciate, above all, the church planters and missionaries spending their time to let us “walk a mile in their shoes”. “We can’t make a huge impact, but we can make an impression.”

· We need to be flexible. Focus and work needs change and get redirected often. Though you may have spent a lot of time developing your silos, this doesn’t mean you are guaranteed to do your work onsite. Please be ready to let go. “If you’re already flexible, you can’t be bent out of shape”
· We are to exhibit at all times a Servant’s Heart and a Teachable Spirit. This applies to fellow team members, team leaders, the locals, the staff and host family. From Margaret Larsen: “Don’t be a mission trip that blows in, blows up, and blows out!” This won’t occur if we are there to serve everyone but ourselves.
· We need to be ultra-aware of cultural differences. We are to give locals and staff deference in our exchanges, knowing that much of our differences are due to the cultural gap we have. We are to be Bridge Builders! “You’re here to learn as much as you are to help.”
· No gifts, materials, or money (including small items like an unneeded bandaid or stick of gum) is to exchange hands between teammates and children/locals. This creates a “Santa Clause” effect which is detrimental to all involved – including you. As Toxic Charity says, “Gifts from us to “them” quickly devolves from gratitude to expectation to entitlement” and does no one any “good”.
· We must respect the missionary families and the staff at all times -- on every account -- even if you see someone arriving at a decision or taking an action we wouldn’t take. We aren’t there long enough to know cultural nuances or to really know obstacles faced that causes the missionaries and staff to make particular decisions. Let us exhibit love and respect at all times. “We are there to share our selves/ our lives, not to teach or instruct”

· Do not go to the missionaries directly for any issues- you must go to your Team Leader first.

· Take the initiative to develop relationships with those we are serving and those we are serving alongside. From a Church Planter- “Just having coffee is making headway that’s as good as working a construction project”
· We are representing Redeemer City to City and these mission sites and their leaders are very important relationships to Redeemer City to City. Please keep this in mind throughout the trip.
· DO NOT Facebook-friend children under 17. Two reasons- it’s a Redeemer policy, and secondly our posts would most likely be inappropriate for children. For instance, in the Zulu culture it is very taboo to drink liquor. It would be hurting the children for them to see a picture of one of us drinking, as to them Christians are not supposed to do such things.

Thank you for considering these points, team mates! The Lord will be our guide through this process. Below are some great verses to meditate on:
Proverbs chapter 19, verse 21 tells us: “Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.”

Ephesians 2:10, “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do”.  

Matthew 25:34-36 “Then the king will say to those at his right hand, "Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me."

1 John 3:17-18 “ If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.”
"We cannot do great things on this Earth, only small things with great love." Mother Teresa
“The true gospel is a call to self-denial, not self-fulfillment” John Macarthur
